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1
STORAGE UNIT FOR A MOTOR VEHICLE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application claims priority to GB1403769.1, filed on
Mar. 4, 2014, the entire contents of which are hereby incor-
porated herein by reference.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to motor vehicles, and, in
particular, to a storage assembly for transporting objects in a
motor vehicle.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

It is well known to provide a motor vehicle with a center
console that is located between two seats forming a row of
front seats. Such a center console normally extends in a lon-
gitudinal direction of the motor vehicle and may include an
aperture in which is located a gear lever used to select a
desired transmission ratio or, in the case of an automatic
gearbox, a desired drive mode. Storage space in a passenger
compartment of a motor vehicle is often at a premium and this
is particularly the case in smaller automobiles. In addition,
the storage space that is sometimes provided is not well suited
to objects or items people often want to transport such as, for
example, a tablet computer, maps, handbags, groceries and
take-out food.

It is an object of the invention to provide a motor vehicle
center console having a storage assembly for use in transport-
ing objects.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

According to one aspect of the invention there is provided
a storage assembly for a motor vehicle comprising upper and
lower covers that are hingedly connected to one another, the
lower cover being hingedly connected at one edge to the
upper cover so as to permit relative rotation between the upper
and lower covers about a first substantially horizontally dis-
posed pivot axis and is pivotally connected to the motor
vehicle at a second edge so as to permit rotation of the lower
cover about a second substantially horizontally disposed
pivot axis wherein, when the storage assembly is in a closed
configuration, both of the covers lie one above the other
substantially flush with an interior panel of the motor vehicle
and, when the storage assembly is in a fully deployed con-
figuration, the lower cover extends outwardly from the inte-
rior panel in a substantially horizontal direction so as to form
a base of an open ended compartment for transporting one or
more objects and the upper cover is displaced away from the
interior panel to form a substantially vertically arranged outer
sidewall of the open ended compartment for transporting said
one or more objects.

Advantageously, the lower cover may be hingedly con-
nected to the upper cover at a position of pivotal connection
that is spaced away from a lower edge of the upper cover so
that the upper cover has a portion that extends upwardly from
the position of pivotal connection to the lower cover to form
the outer sidewall and a portion that extends downwardly
from the position of pivotal connection to the lower cover to
form a ground support for the storage assembly when the
storage assembly is in the fully deployed configuration.

The interior panel may be a sidewall of a center console.

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

2

When the storage assembly is in the fully deployed con-
figuration, the lower cover may be arranged relative to the
upper cover to form a substantially L-shaped support for
transporting said one or more objects.

The upper cover may have a front end connected to a
support member by a front control arm, a rear end connected
to the support member by a rear control arm and the two
control arms, the lower cover, the upper cover and the support
member may form, a pair of four bar linkages used to control
the movement of the upper and lower covers.

The interior panel may have a recess and the support mem-
ber may be a part of the sidewall of the center console located
within the recess.

The storage assembly may include a pocket attached to the
support member for storing small items.

The storage assembly may include a latch mechanism to
selectively hold the upper and lower covers in at least the
stowed configuration.

The latch mechanism may also be arranged to selectively
hold the upper and lower covers in a partially deployed con-
figuration.

The pocket may be a sprung loaded pocket used to bias the
upper and lower covers into the partially deployed configu-
ration when the latch mechanism is temporarily released.

The lower cover may define a bottle holder for use in
transporting a bottle when the storage assembly is in the fully
deployed configuration.

According to a second aspect of the invention there is
provided a motor vehicle having a storage assembly con-
structed in accordance with said first aspect of the invention.

The motor vehicle may have a passenger compartment in
which is mounted a center console and the storage assembly
may be located on a passenger foot well side of the center
console.

When the storage assembly is deployed, the two cover parts
may be arranged substantially normal to one another to form
an L-shaped support that projects into the passenger foot well
to define the compartment for use in transporting objects.

According to another aspect of the present invention, a
storage assembly for a motor vehicle includes a cover assem-
bly coupled to a sidewall of the motor vehicle. The cover
assembly is operable between stowed and deployed positions
relative to the sidewall. A movement control mechanism
includes one or more control arms, and the control arms are
coupled to a storage space at a first end and further coupled to
the cover assembly at a second end. A latching mechanism is
disposed on the cover assembly and configured to retain the
cover assembly in the stowed position.

According to another aspect of the present invention, a
storage assembly for a motor vehicle includes a cover assem-
bly operably coupled to a sidewall between stowed and
deployed positions. The cover assembly includes upper and
lower cover parts which are hingedly connected to one
another. The cover assembly covers a storage space when in
the stowed position. The lower cover part is substantially
horizontal and the upper cover part is substantially vertical
when the cover assembly is in the deployed position.

According to yet another aspect of the present invention, a
storage for a motor vehicle includes a cover assembly oper-
ably coupled to a sidewall and having upper and lower cover
parts hingedly connected to one another. The upper cover part
includes an end portion defining a ground support when the
cover assembly is in a deployed position. The upper and lower
cover parts are substantially perpendicular to one another
when the cover assembly is in the deployed position.

These and other aspects, objects, and features of the
present invention will be understood and appreciated by those
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skilled in the art upon studying the following specification,
claims, and appended drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In the drawings:

FIG. 1a is a cross-sectional view of a motor vehicle center
console having a storage assembly in a stowed configuration
according to an embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 15 is a cross-sectional view of a portion of the center
console of FIG. 1a, showing the storage assembly in a fully
deployed configuration;

FIG. 2 is a fragmentary perspective view of a passenger
compartment of a motor vehicle according to a another
embodiment of the present invention having a center console
and a storage assembly shown in a stowed configuration;

FIG. 3 is a fragmentary perspective view of the storage
assembly shown in FIG. 2 showing the storage assembly in a
partially deployed configuration;

FIG. 4a is a fragmentary perspective view of the storage
assembly shown in FIGS. 2 and 3, showing the storage assem-
bly in a fully deployed configuration;

FIG. 454 is a fragmentary top plan view of a latch arm
forming part of the storage assembly shown in FIGS. 3 and
da;

FIG. 5a is a fragmentary perspective view of a detent
mechanism configured for use with the storage assembly
shown in FIGS. 2-4b;

FIG. 5b is an enlarged perspective view of the detent
mechanism of FIG. 54 taken at region “A” shown on FIG. 5a;

FIG. 6a is a rear perspective view of the storage assembly
shown in FIGS. 2-55 showing the storage assembly in a fully
deployed configuration;

FIG. 64 is a top plan view shown in the direction of arrow
Z of FIG. 6a showing the storage assembly in the fully
deployed configuration;

FIG. 7 is a rear perspective view of the storage assembly
shown in FIG. 6a, showing a bottle storage flap in a raised
position;

FIG. 8 is a fragmentary rear perspective view of the storage
assembly shown in FIG. 7, showing a bottle located in a bottle
transportation holder;

FIG. 9a is a fragmentary cross-sectional view of a portion
of'a motor vehicle center console having a storage assembly
in a stowed configuration according to another embodiment
of the present invention;

FIG. 954 is a fragmentary cross-sectional view of the center
console of FIG. 9a, showing the storage assembly in a fully
deployed configuration;

FIG. 10 is a fragmentary cross-sectional view of a portion
of'a motor vehicle center console having a storage assembly
in a fully deployed configuration according to another
embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 11 is a top plan view in the direction of arrow Y of
FIG. 10 showing the storage assembly in the fully deployed
configuration; and

FIG. 12 is a fragmentary perspective view of a rear portion
of'a motor vehicle showing a storage assembly in accordance
with another embodiment of the present invention located on
a side panel of a luggage compartment of the motor vehicle.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

For purposes of description herein, the terms “upper,”
“lower,” “right,” “left,” “rear,” “front,” “vertical,” “horizon-
v 0 . .
tal,” and derivatives thereof shall relate to the invention as
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oriented in FIG. 1. However, it is to be understood that the
invention may assume various alternative orientations, except
where expressly specified to the contrary. It is also to be
understood that the specific devices and processes illustrated
in the attached drawings, and described in the following
specification are simply exemplary embodiments of the
inventive concepts defined in the appended claims. Hence,
specific dimensions and other physical characteristics relat-
ing to the embodiments disclosed herein are not to be consid-
ered as limiting, unless the claims expressly state otherwise.

With particular reference to FIGS. 1a and 14, a motor
vehicle center console 10 is shown having a storage assembly
20. The center console 10 has two opposing sidewalls 12 and
13 and an upper wall 11. The sidewalls 12, 13 and upper wall
11 are contemplated to be formed as a single unitary plastic
component, formed by injection molding or other like proce-
dure. In the embodiment shown in FIGS. 1a and 15, sidewall
12 faces towards a passenger’s side of a passenger compart-
ment of a motor vehicle and sidewall 13 faces towards a
driver’s side of the passenger compartment. Thus, in this case,
the motor vehicle depicted in FIGS. 1a and 15 is contem-
plated to be a left hand drive motor vehicle. The storage
assembly 20 includes a two-part cover assembly 20a defined
by upper and lower cover parts 21 and 22 which are pivotally
connected to one another by a common hinge 27. A move-
ment control mechanism is defined by a pair of control arms
31, 32 (FIG. 4a) of which only the control arm 31 is visible in
FIGS. 1a, 1b. A latching mechanism 40 (FIG. 5q) is also
provided to hold the cover assembly 20q in a stowed or closed
configuration S as shown in FIG. 1a. The latching mechanism
40 may also be used to latch or hold the cover assembly 20a
in a partially deployed configuration PD, as shown in FIG. 3.
As used throughout this disclosure the upper and lower cover
parts 21 and 22 of the two-part cover assembly 20a are
referred to as ‘cover parts’ because they cover the linkages,
latch mechanisms and any structural supports of the storage
assembly 20 when the storage assembly 20 is in the stowed
configuration S.

As shown in FIGS. 1a, 15 and 4a, the lower cover part 22
is pivotally connected at a first edge to a sidewall 12 of the
center console 10 by a hinged connection 28 for rotation
about a substantially horizontally disposed second pivot axis
P2 (FIG. 4a). The lower cover part 22 is further pivotally
connected on an opposite or second edge to the upper cover
part 21 via the common hinge 27 for rotation about a substan-
tially horizontally disposed first pivot axis P1 (FIG. 4a). The
first and second pivot axes P1, P2 are arranged substantially
parallel to one another, such that when the upper and lower
cover parts 21 and 22 are moved between the stowed position
S and the deployed position D, there is substantially no lateral
movement of the upper and lower cover parts 21 and 22. The
lower cover part 22 is therefore hingedly connected at one
edge to the upper cover part 21 so as to permit relative rotation
between the upper and lower cover parts 21 and 22 about the
first substantially horizontally disposed pivot axis P1. As used
herein the terms “deployed configuration” and “stowed con-
figuration” refer to deployed and stowed positions of the
storage assembly 20 and cover assembly 20a.

As further shown in FIGS. 14, 15, the first edge of the lower
cover part 22 defines a lower edge of the lower cover part 22
when the storage assembly 20 is in the stowed configuration
S. The first edge of the lower cover part 22 further defines an
inner edge of the lower cover part 22 when the storage assem-
bly 20 is in the deployed configuration D. The second edge of
the lower cover part 22 is an upper edge of the lower cover part
22 when the storage assembly is in the stowed configuration
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and an outer edge of the lower cover part 22 when the storage
assembly is in a deployed configuration.

As shown in FIGS. 1a and 15, sidewall 12 is shaped so as
to provide a shallow recess or storage space 12a in which the
arms 31, 32 (FIG. 4a) of the movement control mechanism
and the latching mechanism 40 (FIG. 5a) can be stowed. This
permits the two-part cover assembly 20a, when in the stowed
configuration S, to lie substantially flush to the adjacent side-
wall 12 of the center console 10, thereby forming a substan-
tially continuous outer surface. Thus, as shown in FIG. 1a,
when the storage assembly 20 is in a stowed or closed con-
figuration S, the upper and lower cover parts 21 and 22 are
aligned with one another so as to lie one above the other and
extend in a vertical direction so as to match or blend with an
adjacent outer surface 12' of the sidewall 12 of the center
console 10, while covering the storage space 12a. Further, as
shown in FIG. 15, when the storage assembly 20 is in an
‘in-use’ or fully deployed configuration D, the upper and
lower cover parts 21 and 22 are arranged substantially per-
pendicularly with respect to one another so that they form an
L-shaped support defining, in combination with the sidewall
12, a compartment “C” in which objects can be stored and
transported. That is to say, the upper and lower cover parts 21
and 22 of the cover assembly 20a form a substantially verti-
cally arranged side support and a substantially horizontally
arranged base or floor support respectively when the two-part
cover assembly 20a is in the fully deployed configuration D.

The common hinge 27 in this case connects one edge of the
lower cover part 22 to an intermediate position on the upper
cover part 21 so that, when the cover assembly 20a is moved
to the deployed configuration D shown in FIG. 15, an end
portion 21s of'the upper cover part 21 forms a ground support
that rests upon a floor surface 6 of the motor vehicle to which
the center console 10 is fitted. It will be appreciated that the
end portion 21s could extend for the full length of the upper
cover part 21.

In an alternative embodiment the common hinge 27 may
connect one edge of the lower cover part 22 to a complemen-
tary edge of the upper cover part 21. In such a case, the lower
cover part 22 may abut directly against or rest upon the floor
6 when the cover assembly 20a is in the fully deployed
configuration D or may be spaced away from the floor 6 if the
hinged connection to the sidewall 12 is located above the level
of'the floor 6. In such a configuration, the range of movement
of'the upper and lower cover parts 21, 22 would be limited by
the control arms 31, 32.

It will be appreciated that each of the control arms 31, 32
forms, in combination with the upper and lower cover parts 21
and 22 and the sidewall 12 of the center console 10, a four bar
linkage, which controls the movement of the upper and lower
cover parts 21 and 22 with respect to the sidewall 12. The two
control arms 31, 32, the lower cover 22, the upper cover 21
and the support member, in the form of the sidewall 12,
therefore, form a pair of four bar linkages used to control the
movement of the upper and lower cover parts 21 and 22
between the stowed and deployed positions S, D.

When in the fully deployed configuration D as shown in
FIG. 14, the upper cover part 21 is displaced outwardly from
an outer surface 12' of the sidewall 12 of the center console 10
to define a compartment “C” for transporting items. When in
the stowed or closed configuration S (FIG. 1a), the upper and
lower cover parts 21 and 22 lie substantially flush with respect
to the outer surface 12' of the sidewall 12 of the center console
10.

A latching mechanism, such as latching mechanism 25
(FIG. 3), is used to hold the cover assembly 20a in the stowed
configuration S and, when the latching mechanism is

10

20

25

30

40

45

55

60

65

6

released, a biasing mechanism, such as a spring, may be used
to urge the upper cover part 21 away from the sidewall 12 of
the center console 10. In this way, the two-part cover assem-
bly 20a will then either transition to the fully deployed con-
figuration D by the effect of gravity, in which case a motion
damper mechanism may be provided to control the transition
or be manually transitioned to the fully deployed configura-
tion D for receiving and transporting an object.

With reference to FIGS. 2-8, an embodiment of a center
console 10 is shown, having a storage assembly 20 con-
structed in accordance with the principles previously dis-
cussed above with respect to FIGS. 1a and 15, and for which
corresponding parts are identified using the same reference
numerals.

With specific reference to FIG. 2, a motor vehicle 1 has a
passenger compartment 5 including a floor or floorboard 6, a
driver foot well 7d, a passenger foot well 7p, a dashboard 8
and a center console 10. The center console 10 has an upper
surface 11 bounded on each longitudinal edge by a respective
sidewall 12, 13. The center console 10 extends in a longitu-
dinal direction of the motor vehicle 1 and at least at a frontend
is positioned between the driver and passenger foot wells 7d
and 7p. The arrow “F”, as shown in FIG. 2, is aligned with a
longitudinal axis of the motor vehicle 1 and points towards the
front of the motor vehicle 1 in a car-forward direction.

As further shown in FIG. 2, a storage assembly 20 is
disposed on the sidewall 12 facing the side of the passenger
compartments which is configured to be occupied by a pas-
senger that is to say, on the passenger foot well 7p side of the
center console 10. The storage assembly 20 is designed so
that, when in a stowed configuration S shown in FIG. 2, the
storage assembly 20 has no significant effect or impact on the
space available in the passenger foot well 7p region of the
passenger compartment 5. That is to say, the storage assembly
20 does not significantly intrude into the space provided for a
passenger. However, when the storage assembly 20 is fully
deployed, it extends or projects into the passenger foot well
7p so as to utilize a portion of the space provided in the
passenger foot well 7p. In this way, the storage assembly 20
provides a compartment or facility for transporting objects
and is accessible from above and which is easily reached by a
driver or passenger of the motor vehicle 1.

As shown in FIG. 2, the storage assembly 20 is in a closed
or stowed configuration S, in which the upper and lower cover
parts 21 and 22 of the two-part cover assembly 20a are
aligned with one another, so as to lie one above the other and
extend in a vertical direction so as to match or blend with an
adjacent outer surface 12' of the sidewall 12 of the center
console 10. In this embodiment, it is contemplated that the
upper and lower cover parts 21 and 22 are formed as continu-
ous sheets of plastic material having a decorative finish on the
respective sides facing the passenger foot well 7p, also known
as the A-side, when the storage assembly 20 is in a stowed
configuration S. However, it will be appreciated that apertures
could be formed in one or both of the upper and lower cover
parts 21 and 22 or a lattice like structure bounded by a struc-
turally rigid border could be used. Whatever the construction
used, each of the upper and lower cover parts 21, 22 must be
sufficiently rigid to provide the support necessary when the
storage assembly 20 is configured for the transporting of an
object. Further, the upper and lower cover parts 21, 22 should
be relatively thin to reduce any intrusion into the passenger
foot well 7p when the storage assembly 20 is in the stowed
configuration S.

As further shown in FIG. 2, a release button 23 is disposed
on the outer surface 12' of the storage assembly 20 for oper-
ating a latch mechanism 40. The release button 23 is shown
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located near to an upper rear corner of the upper cover part 21.
Itwill however be appreciated that the invention is not limited
to the use of such a release button 23, and that the release
button 23 could be located elsewhere on the center console
10, such as, for example, in the upper surface 11 of the center
console 10 or a different type of latch mechanism could be
used requiring a slide operated input. As yet another alterna-
tive, an electro-mechanical release mechanism could be used
allowing the two-part cover assembly 20a to be remotely
released by operating a switch or the like.

In FIG. 3 the storage assembly 20 is shown in a partially
deployed configuration PD in which access is provided to a
pocket 29 attached to the sidewall 12 in the storage space 12a
s0 as to be covered by the upper and lower cover parts 21 and
22 of the two-part cover assembly 20a when the storage
assembly 20 is in the stowed configuration S (FIG. 2). The
pocket 29 is useful for transporting objects such as, for
example, a tablet computer, wallet, notebook or a similarly
sized object when the storage assembly 20 is in the partially
deployed configuration PD. In another arrangement it may be
possible to store such an object in the pocket 29 when the
storage assembly 20 is in the stowed configuration S, but the
primary use of the pocket 29 is for the temporary storage of an
object so as to enable the object to be transported while
remaining easily accessible to the vehicle occupants.

Referring now to FIG. 4a, the pocket 29 has corrugated end
portions 29¢ and the upper ends of these corrugated end
portions 29¢ include small steel springs (not shown) used to
bias the upper cover part 21 away from the sidewall 12 when
the latch mechanism 40 (FIG. 5a) is released by a user press-
ing the release button 23. If a sprung pocket is not provided,
then a spring biasing device, or some other mechanism, will
need to be provided to initiate initial opening of the storage
assembly 20 when the release button 23 is pressed. As further
shown in FIG. 4q, the upper cover part 21 includes front and
rear latch arms 24, 25 for cooperation with pawls 41, 42
formed as part of the latch mechanism 40 and best shown in
FIG. 5a. The latch arms 24, 25 permit the two-part cover
assembly 20a to be latched in either the stowed configuration
S (FIG. 2) or the partially deployed configuration PD (FIG. 3)
as will be described in more detail hereinafter.

As previously discussed with respect to FIGS. 1a and 15,
the upper and lower cover parts 21 and 22 are pivotally con-
nected to one another by a common hinge 27 for rotation
about a substantially horizontally disposed first pivot axis P1
(FIG. 4a). The lower cover part 22 is pivotally connected by
a hinge 28 for rotation about a substantially horizontally
disposed second pivot axis P2 (FIG. 4a) to the sidewall 12 of
the center console 10. The lower cover part 22 is therefore
hingedly connected at one edge to the upper cover part 21 so
as to permit relative rotation between the upper and lower
cover parts 21 and 22 about the first substantially horizontally
disposed pivot axis P1. As before, the two pivot axes P1, P2
are arranged substantially parallel to one another so that when
the upper and lower cover parts 21 and 22 are moved between
the stowed and deployed positions S, D, there is substantially
no lateral movement ofthe upper and lower cover parts 21 and
22.

A movement control mechanism is defined by a pair of
control arms 31, 32, of which only the control arm 31 is
visible in FIG. 3, and controls the movement of the upper and
lower cover parts 21 and 22 between the stowed and deployed
positions S, D.

Inthe partially deployed configuration PD shown in FIG. 3,
the upper cover part 21 has pivoted relative to the lower cover
part 22 so that an upper edge of the upper cover part 21 has
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been displaced away from the sidewall 12 thereby providing
access, from above, to the pocket 29.

Referring now to FIG. 44, the storage assembly 20 is shown
in a fully deployed configuration D in which the upper cover
part 21 is vertically disposed and is displaced a considerable
distance from the sidewall 12. In the fully deployed configu-
ration D, the lower cover part 22 is substantially horizontally
disposed so as to form a floor or base for an open ended
storage compartment “C” defined between the upper cover
part 21, which forms an outer sidewall of the compartment
“C”, and the sidewall 12, which forms an inner sidewall for
the compartment “C”. Therefore, when the storage assembly
20 is in the fully deployed configuration D, the lower cover 22
and the upper cover 21 provide, in combination, a compart-
ment “C” for transporting one or more objects. It will be
appreciated that the pocket 29 can also be accessed while the
storage assembly 20 is in the fully deployed configuration D.

As further shown in FIG. 4a, with the common hinge 27
connecting one edge of the lower cover part 22 to an inter-
mediate position on the upper cover part 21, an end portion
21s of the upper cover part 21 is defined and can rest upon a
floor 6 of the motor vehicle 1 to which the center console 10
is fitted when the storage assembly 20 is in the fully deployed
configuration D. In this way, the end portion 21s provides an
outboard support for the lower cover part 22 of the storage
assembly 20. It will be appreciated that the end portion 21s
could extend for the full length of the upper cover part 21. In
the fully deployed configuration D, the upper and lower cover
parts 21 and 22 are arranged in an L-shaped configuration
when viewed from a front end of the storage assembly 20 to
form a substantially vertical sidewall and a substantially hori-
zontal base wall, respectively, for the storage assembly 20.
Further, in the fully deployed configuration D the two latch
arms 24, 25 are disengaged from the latch mechanism 40
(FIG. 5a) and the orientation of the upper cover part 21 is
controlled by the control arms 31, 32. The rear control arm 31
is pivotally connected at one end to a rear upper end of the
upper cover part 21 via the latch arm 25, and is pivotally
connected at a distal end to either the sidewall 12 or storage
space 124 via a pivot connection 33 and the front control arm
32 is pivotally connected at one end to a front upper end of the
upper cover part 21 via the latch arm 24 and is pivotally
connected at a distal end to the sidewall 12 via a pivot con-
nection 35.

Each of the control arms 31, 32 forms, in combination with
the upper and lower cover parts 21 and 22 and the sidewall 12
of the center console 10 to which it is connected, a four bar
linkage which controls the movement of the upper and lower
cover parts 21 and 22 with respect to the sidewall 12. There-
fore, control of the motion of the upper and lower cover parts
21 and 22 is defined by a pair of four bar linkages. It will be
appreciated that, when in the fully deployed configuration D,
the control arms 31, 32 form end restraints for the compart-
ment “C”. Therefore, if an object, such as a bag, is placed in
the compartment “C”, any longitudinal movement of the bag
in a fore-aft direction of the motor vehicle 1 is constrained by
the two control arms 31, 32.

When the storage assembly 20 is in the closed or stowed
configuration S, each of the front and rear latch arms 24, 25
engages with a respective aperture 15 in the sidewall 12 (of
which only one is visible on FIG. 4a), thereby allowing the
upper cover part 21 to stow and latch against the sidewall 12.

Referring now to FIG. 45, the rear latch arm 25 is shown in
more detail. The rear latch arm 25 is formed as an integral part
of the upper cover part 21 and defines two latching surfaces
25a, 25b. When a pawl 41 of the latch mechanism 40 (FIG.
5a) engages with the first latch surface 254, the two-part cover
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assembly 20q is positioned in the partially deployed configu-
ration PD, as shown in FIG. 3. When the pawl 41 of the latch
mechanism 40 engages with the second latch surface 255, the
two-part cover assembly 20a is positioned in the stowed or
closed configuration S, as shown in FIG. 2. As previously
discussed, the two latch arms 24, 25 are disengaged from the
latch mechanism 40 when the storage assembly 20 is posi-
tioned in the fully deployed configuration D.

With particular reference to FIGS. 5a and 54, the latch
mechanism 40 used to latch the two-part cover assembly 20a
in the stowed and partially deployed configurations S, PD is
shown. The latch mechanism 40 comprises of two spaced
apart pawls 41, 42, each of which is positioned for engage-
ment with a respective one of the latch arms 25, 24 when the
two-part cover assembly 20aq is in either the stowed or par-
tially deployed configurations S, PD. Each of the pawls 41, 42
is moveably supported in a channel (not shown) formed as
part of the center console 10. In FIGS. 54 and 55 the latch
arms 24, 25 are shown with the two-part cover assembly 20a
in the partially deployed configuration PD. A finger on the
pawl 41 (not visible on FIGS. 54 and 5b) is engaged with the
first latch surface 254 (FIG. 4b) and a finger 42/ on the pawl
42 (visible only on FIG. 5a) is engaged with a corresponding
first latch surface on the front latch arm 24.

As further shown in FIGS. 5a, 5b, the two pawls 41, 42 are
interconnected by a rod or shaft 43 to which they are con-
nected by respective link arms 45, 46. Each of the link arms
45, 46 is fixed fast at one end to the rod 43 and is connected at
a distal end to the respective pawl 41, 42 that it operates via a
pin fixed to the respective pawl 41, 42. Each of the connec-
tions allows both rotational and sliding movement between
the respective link arm 44, 45 and the pawl 42, 41 that it
operates. At one end the rod 43 has a fork arm 44 fixed thereto
to provide a connection between the rod 43 and the release
button 23. The release button 23 is slidingly supported in a
channel in the sidewall 12 and a compression spring 23s is
used to bias the button and the pawls 41, 42 in a latching
direction. The release button 23 also has a drive pin 23p
projecting in a normal direction to the axial direction of
sliding for engagement with a U-shaped recess in the fork arm
44.

When the release button 23 is pressed by a user to cause it
to slide axially in the direction of arrow ‘X’ of FIG. 55, the
drive pin 23p causes the fork arm 44 to rotate the rod 43 in the
direction of arrow ‘R’ in FIG. 54, thereby releasing the pawls
41, 42 from the latch arms 25, 24. In this case, the compres-
sion spring 23s biases the two pawls 41, 42 in a latch arm 25,
24 engaging direction, so that by temporarily pressing the
release button 23, the storage assembly 20 moves automati-
cally from the stowed position S to the partially deployed
position PD due to the effect of the corrugated steel springs
incorporated in the top edges of the two sides 29¢ of the
pocket 29. In other embodiments, separate return springs may
be arranged to act directly on the two pawls 41, 42. It is
contemplated that if the release button 23 is pressed and held
in the pressed position, then the pawls 41, 42 will remain
disengaged, thereby allowing the upper and lower cover parts
21 and 22 of the storage assembly 20 to transition to the fully
deployed configuration D by the effect of gravity, in which
case a motion damper (not shown) is provided to control the
transition or be manually moved into the fully deployed con-
figuration D.

Referring now to FIGS. 6a-8, the storage assembly 20 is in
the fully deployed configuration D and shown from a reverse
angle, so that a bottle holder 49, forming an additional feature
of the storage assembly 20, is revealed. The bottle holder 49
is formed by an aperture 224 in the lower cover part 22 that is
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selectively closed by a cover or 1id 50. The 1id 50 is pivotally
attached to the lower cover part 22 as part of the common
hinge 27. In FIGS. 6a and 64, the lid 50 is shown in a closed
position. In FIG. 7, the lid 50 is shown in an open position. In
FIG. 8, the lid 50 is shown open with a bottle 60 located in the
aperture 22q of the bottle holder 49.

One of the advantages of pivotally connecting the lower
cover part 22 at an intermediate position on the upper cover
part 21 via the common hinge 27 is that, as previously
described, it enables the lower cover part 22 to be raised off
the floor 6 of the passenger compartment 5 when the storage
assembly 20 is fully deployed. This is because a lower edge of
end portion 21s of the upper cover part 21 forms a ground
support that engages with a floor surface 6 of the motor
vehicle 1 to which the storage assembly 20 is fitted. Providing
a space below the lower cover part 22 when the lower cover
part 22 is in the fully deployed configuration D, facilitates the
use of the lower cover part 22 as a bottle holder 49 in a very
simple and economical manner, by requiring only the provi-
sion of an aperture 22q in the lower cover part 22. It will be
appreciated that the bottle 60 extends through the aperture
22a and rests upon the floor 6 of the motor vehicle 1, as shown
in FIG. 8.

In an alternative embodiment (not shown) a bottle holder
49 is formed by an arm pivotally connected to an inner surface
of the upper cover part 21. The arm, in this case, defines an
aperture in which a bottle can be inserted and stored when the
arm is folded out from the upper cover part 21. The bottle will,
in this case, rest upon the horizontally disposed lower cover
part 22.

Inuse, from the stowed configuration S, temporarily press-
ing of the release button 23 by a user will allow the upper
cover part 21 to move away from the center console 10 into
the partially deployed position PD for access to the pocket 29.
If the release button 23 is held in the pressed position, the first
latched position (PD) will be passed and the two-part cover
assembly 20a can then be transitioned to the fully deployed
configuration D either by the effect of gravity, in which case
a motion damper (not shown) is provided to control the tran-
sition, or manually by a user, in which case the two control
arms 31, 32 automatically control movement of the upper and
lower cover parts 21 and 22.

By pushing or pulling the upper cover part 21 when the
storage assembly 20 is in a fully deployed configuration D,
the storage assembly 20 can be transitioned back to the
stowed configuration S and the latch mechanism 40 will
automatically re-engage to retain the storage assembly 20 in
this configuration.

In order to prevent damaging interference between the
storage assembly 20 and an adjacent seat when the storage
assembly 20 is in the fully deployed configuration D, an
interlock may be provided between the storage assembly 20
and a fore-aft seat adjuster for the respective seat. This could
be a mechanical interlock or an electro mechanical interlock.
Not only could such an interlock be used to prevent adjust-
ment of the seat to a forward position beyond a predefined
forward position it could also if required prevent partial or full
deployment of the storage assembly 20 if the seat is already in
front of the predefined forward position.

Referring now to FIGS. 9a and 95, there is shown a second
embodiment of a storage assembly 120 for a center console 10
that is, in most respects, the same as the storage assembly 20
previously described with reference to FIGS. 1a and 15. As
before the center console 10 has a sidewall 12, but in this case,
the storage assembly 120 is formed as a self-contained unit or
cassette that is inserted and secured in an aperture in the
sidewall 12 of the center console 10.
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The storage assembly 120 comprises a support structure
110 which, in this case, is in the form of a shallow box or
storage space having an open side that is covered by upper and
lower cover parts 121, 122 of a two-part cover assembly 120a
when the storage assembly 120 is in a stowed configuration,
as shown in FIG. 9a.

The upper and lower cover parts 121 and 122 are, as pre-
viously described, pivotally connected to one another by a
common hinge 127 and a movement control mechanism
including a pair of control arms 131, 132, of which only the
control arm 131 is visible, is used to control movement of the
upper and lower cover parts 121, 122. A latching mechanism
(not shown) is also provided to hold the cover assembly 120a
in a closed or stowed position S, as shown in FIG. 9a.

The lower cover part 122 is pivotally connected at one edge
to the support structure 110 by a hinged connection 128 for
rotation about a substantially horizontally disposed second
pivot axis and is pivotally connected on an opposite edge to
the upper cover part 121 via the common hinge 127 for
rotation about a substantially horizontally disposed first pivot
axis. The first and second pivot axes are arranged substan-
tially parallel to one another and are similar to pivot axes P1,
P2 described above with reference to FIG. 4a. The lower
cover part 122 is therefore hingedly connected at one edge to
the upper cover part 121 so as to permit relative rotation
between the upper and lower cover parts 121 and 122 about
the first substantially horizontally disposed pivot axis.

Each of the two control arms 131, 132 is also pivotally
connected at a respective first end to the support structure 110
and is pivotally connected at a respective second end to the
upper cover part 121.

The use of a shallow box for the support structure 110
permits the two-part cover assembly 120a, when in the
stowed configuration S (FIG. 9a), to lie substantially flush to
the adjacent sidewall 12 ofthe center console 10, so as to form
a substantially continuous surface. This is because the two
control arms 131, 132 can be accommodated within the shal-
low box 110.

When, as shown in FIG. 94, the storage assembly 120 is in
a stowed or closed configuration S, the upper and lower cover
parts 121 and 122 are aligned with one another so as to lie one
above the other and extend in a vertical direction so as to
match or blend with an adjacent outer surface of the sidewall
12 of the center console 10.

When, as shown in FIG. 95, the storage assembly 120 is in
an ‘in-use’ or fully deployed configuration D, the upper and
lower cover parts 121 and 122 are arranged substantially
perpendicular to one another, so that they form an L-shaped
support defining, in combination with the support structure
110, a compartment “C” in which objects can be transported.
That is to say, in the fully deployed configuration D, the upper
and lower cover parts 121 and 122 are arranged in an
L-shaped configuration when viewed from a front end of the
storage assembly 120, to form a substantially vertical side-
wall and a substantially horizontal base wall, respectively, for
the storage assembly.

As before, the common hinge 127 connects one edge of the
lower cover part 122 to an intermediate position on the upper
cover part 121 so that, when the storage assembly 120 is
moved to the deployed configuration D shown in FIG. 95, an
end portion 121s of the upper cover part 121 forms a ground
support that rests upon a floor 6 of the motor vehicle 1 to
which the center console 10 is fitted.

One advantage of this embodiment is that the storage
assembly 120 can be pre-assembled as a self-contained
assembly that can then be subsequently fitted to the center
console 10. This provides improved flexibility both in terms
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of manufacture and design. For example, alternative storage
assemblies could be produced having differing features and a
customer could then select the storage assembly possessing
the features they prefer.

As before, a partially deployed configuration PD could be
provided by the use of a latch mechanism and a small pocket
could be accessible when in such a partially deployed con-
figuration PD.

Referring now to FIGS. 10 and 11, a third embodiment of
a storage assembly 210 is shown that is, in most respects, the
same as storage assembly 120 previously described with ref-
erence to FIGS. 9a and 95. As before, the storage assembly
210 is formed as a self-contained unit or cassette that is
secured to a center console 10. The storage assembly 210
comprises a support structure 220 which, in this case, is in the
form of a shallow box having an open side that is covered by
upper and lower cover parts 221, 222 of a two-part cover
assembly 210a when the storage assembly 210 is in a stowed
configuration, similar to stowed configuration S shown in
FIG. 94 for storage assembly 120. The upper and lower cover
parts 221 and 222 are, as previously described, pivotally
connected to one another by a common hinge 227 and a
movement control mechanism including a pair of control
arms 231, 232, of which only the control arm 231 is visible, is
used to control movement of the upper and lower cover parts
221, 222. A latch mechanism (not shown) is also provided to
hold the cover assembly 2104 in a closed or stowed position.

The lower cover part 222 is pivotally connected at one edge
to the support structure 220 by a hinged connection 228 for
rotation about a substantially horizontally disposed second
pivot axis, and is pivotally connected on an opposite edge to
the upper cover part 221 via the common hinge 227 for
rotation about a substantially horizontally disposed first pivot
axis. The first and second pivot axes are arranged substan-
tially parallel to one another and are similar to pivot axes P1,
P2 described above with reference to FIG. 4a. The lower
cover part 222 is therefore hingedly connected at one edge to
the upper cover part 221 so as to permit relative rotation
between the upper and lower cover parts 221 and 222 about
the first substantially horizontally disposed pivot axis.

The use of a shallow box for the support structure 220
permits the two-part cover assembly 120a, when in the
stowed configuration, to have minimal impact on the area in
the foot well of the motor vehicle provided for a front seat
passenger because the control arms can be stowed within the
shallow box. In some embodiments the upper and lower cover
parts 221 and 222 may lie substantially flush to the adjacent
sidewall 212 of the center console 10 so as to form a substan-
tially continuous surface. When the storage assembly 210 is
in a stowed or closed configuration, the upper and lower cover
parts 221 and 222 are as previously referred to aligned with
one another so as to lie one above the other and extend in a
vertical direction.

When, as shown in FIGS. 10 and 11, the storage assembly
210 is in an ‘in-use’ or fully deployed configuration D, the
upper and lower cover parts 221 and 222 are arranged sub-
stantially perpendicular to one another, so that they form an
L-shaped support defining, in combination with the support
structure 220, a compartment “C” in which objects can be
transported. That is to say, the upper and lower cover parts
221 and 222 of the cover assembly 210a form side and base
supports respectively when the storage assembly 210 is in the
fully deployed configuration D.

As before, the common hinge 227 connects one edge of the
lower cover part 222 to an intermediate position on the upper
cover part 221, so that when the cover assembly 210a is
moved to the deployed configuration D shown in FIG. 10, an



US 9,211,848 B2

13

end portion 221s of the upper cover part 221 forms a ground
support that rests upon a floor 6 of the motor vehicle 1 to
which the center console 10 is fitted. The difference between
this third embodiment of a storage assembly 210 and the
second embodiment of a storage assembly 120 previously
described with reference to FIGS. 9a and 95, is that, in the
case of this third embodiment 210, the upper surface 211 of
the center console 10 is cutaway or recessed to provide for the
fitment of the support structure 210. In the second embodi-
ment 120 shown in FIGS. 9a and 95, the support structure 110
is fitted into an aperture in the sidewall 12 of the center
console 10. One advantage of the third embodiment 210
shown in FIGS. 10 and 11, is that the vertical height of the
storage assembly 210 is not restricted by the height of the
sidewall 212 of the center console 10. That is to say, the
storage assembly 210 could, if required, project above the
upper surface 211 of the center console 10.

Although the storage assembly of the present invention has
thus far been described with reference to particularly advan-
tageous applications of a storage assembly as part of a center
console of a motor vehicle, it will be appreciated that a storage
assembly constructed in accordance with the invention could
also be utilized in other areas of the motor vehicle. For
example and without limitation, such a storage assembly
could be used on an interior panel of a door of a motor vehicle
or in a trunk or luggage compartment of a motor vehicle.

Referring now to FIG. 12, a storage assembly 320 con-
structed in accordance with this invention as applied to a side
panel 312 of a luggage compartment 302 of a motor vehicle
301. The luggage compartment 302 has a floor 306 and a
trunk lid 309 which is shown in FIG. 12 in an open position
allowing objects to be placed in or removed from the luggage
compartment 302. In manner similar to the storage assem-
blies 20, 120 and 210 described above, the storage assembly
320 comprises a two-part hinged cover 320a having upper
and lower cover parts 321 and 322 hingedly connected
together by a common hinge and a movement control mecha-
nism including a pair of control arms 331, 332. A latching
mechanism (not shown) is also provided to hold the cover
assembly 320q in a stowed configuration (not shown) and
may also be used to latch or hold the cover assembly 320a in
a partially deployed configuration in a manner similar to that
described above. The upper and lower cover parts 321 and
322 are referred to as ‘cover parts’ because they cover the
linkages, latch mechanisms and any structural supports for
the storage assembly 320 when the storage assembly 320 is in
the stowed configuration.

The lower cover part 322 is pivotally connected at a first
edge to the side panel 312 of the luggage compartment 302 by
a hinged connection for rotation about a substantially hori-
zontally disposed second pivot axis and is pivotally connected
on an opposite or second edge to the upper cover part 321 via
the common hinge for rotation about a substantially horizon-
tally disposed first pivot axis. The first and second pivot axes
are arranged substantially parallel to one another and are
similar to pivot axes P1, P2 described above with reference to
FIG. 4a. The lower cover part 322 is therefore hingedly con-
nected at one edge to the upper cover part 321 so as to permit
relative rotation between the upper and lower cover parts 321
and 322 about the first substantially horizontally disposed
pivot axis. The first edge of the lower cover part 322 is a lower
edge of'the lower cover part when the storage assembly 320 is
in the stowed configuration, and an inner edge of the lower
cover part 322 when the storage assembly 320 is in a deployed
configuration D, as shown in FIG. 12. The second edge of the
lower cover part 322 is an upper edge of the lower cover part
322 when the storage assembly 320 is in the stowed configu-
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ration, and an outer edge of the lower cover part 322 when the
storage assembly 320 is in the deployed configuration D,
shown in FIG. 12.

The side panel 312 is shaped so as to provide a shallow
recess in which the movement control mechanism 331, 332
can be stowed. This permits the two-part cover assembly
320a, when in the stowed configuration, to lie substantially
flush to the adjacent side panel 312 of the luggage compart-
ment 302. When the storage assembly 320 is in a stowed
configuration (not shown), the upper and lower cover parts
321 and 322 are aligned with one another so as to lie one
above the other and extend in a substantially vertical direction
s0 as to match or blend with an adjacent outer surface of the
side panel 312 of the luggage compartment 302. When, as
shown in FIG. 12, the storage assembly 320 is in the fully
deployed configuration D, the upper and lower cover parts
321 and 322 are arranged substantially normally with respect
to one another so that they form an L.-shaped support defining,
in combination with the sidewall 312, a compartment in
which objects can be transported. That is to say, the upper and
lower cover parts 321 and 322 of the cover assembly 320a
form side and base supports, respectively, when the two-part
cover assembly 320« is in the fully deployed configuration D
shown in FIG. 12.

In the example shown in FIG. 12, the common hinge con-
nects the lower cover part 322 to an intermediate position on
the upper cover part 321 so that, when the cover assembly
320aq is moved to the deployed configuration D, an end por-
tion 3215 of the upper cover part 321 rests upon the floor 306
of the luggage compartment 302. It will be appreciated that
the end portion 321s could extend for the full length of the
upper cover part 321. The two control arms 331, 332, the
lower cover 322, the upper cover 321 and the side panel 312
in combination form a pair of four bar linkages used to control
the movement of the upper and lower cover parts 321 and 322.

When the storage assembly 320 is in the stowed configu-
ration, both of the upper and lower cover parts 321, 322 of the
two-part cover assembly 320aq lie adjacent to the side panel
312 of the luggage compartment 302 of the motor vehicle
301. When the storage assembly 320 is in the fully deployed
configuration D, the lower cover part 322 extends outwardly
from the side panel 312 and the upper cover 321 extends
upwardly from the lower cover part 322 and is displaced away
from the side panel 312 to provide, in combination with the
lower cover part 322, a support for transporting one or more
objects.

Therefore, in summary, the invention provides a storage
assembly that is of'a cost effective and simple construction for
use in transporting objects in a motor vehicle. In one particu-
larly advantageous application, the invention provides a
multi-stage deployable storage assembly which makes use of
space in a passenger foot well of a vehicle in manner that
makes it more useful and practical for use when driving alone,
while not compromising the space available if a passenger is
present. By folding away into a space in the center console,
which is not otherwise available for meaningful stowage, the
storage system provides an integrated appearance when not in
use and provides no intrusion into the space provided for a
front seat passenger. An intermediate deployed configuration
could also be provided and a small pocket could be accessible
when in such a partially deployed configuration and in the
fully deployed configuration. Such a storage assembly, when
fitted to or incorporated as part of a center console, is conve-
nient for a driver to use if they are travelling alone because the
compartment of the storage assembly formed, when the stor-
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age assembly is fully deployed, can easily be accessed from
an upper end to place objects into or retrieve objects from the
compartment.

It will be appreciated by those skilled in the art that
although the invention has been described by way of example
with reference to one or more embodiments it is not limited to
the disclosed embodiments and that alternative embodiments
could be constructed without departing from the scope of the
invention as defined by the appended claims. It will further be
understood by one having ordinary skill in the art that con-
struction of the described invention and other components is
not limited to any specific material. Other exemplary embodi-
ments of the invention disclosed herein may be formed from
a wide variety of materials, unless described otherwise
herein.

For purposes of this disclosure, the term “coupled” (in all
of'its forms, couple, coupling, coupled, etc.) generally means
the joining of two components (electrical or mechanical)
directly or indirectly to one another. Such joining may be
stationary in nature or movable in nature. Such joining may be
achieved with the two components (electrical or mechanical)
and any additional intermediate members being integrally
formed as a single unitary body with one another or with the
two components. Such joining may be permanent in nature or
may be removable or releasable in nature unless otherwise
stated.

It is also important to note that the construction and
arrangement of the elements of the invention as shown in the
exemplary embodiments is illustrative only. Although only a
few embodiments of the present innovations have been
described in detail in this disclosure, those skilled in the art
who review this disclosure will readily appreciate that many
modifications are possible (e.g., variations in sizes, dimen-
sions, structures, shapes and proportions of the various ele-
ments, values of parameters, mounting arrangements, use of
materials, colors, orientations, etc.) without materially
departing from the novel teachings and advantages of the
subject matter recited. For example, elements shown as inte-
grally formed may be constructed of multiple parts or ele-
ments shown as multiple parts may be integrally formed, the
operation of the interfaces may be reversed or otherwise
varied, the length or width of the structures and/or members
or connector or other elements of the system may be varied,
the nature or number of adjustment positions provided
between the elements may be varied. It should be noted that
the elements and/or assemblies of the system may be con-
structed from any of a wide variety of materials that provide
sufficient strength or durability, in any of a wide variety of
colors, textures, and combinations. Accordingly, all such
modifications are intended to be included within the scope of
the present innovations. Other substitutions, modifications,
changes, and omissions may be made in the design, operating
conditions, and arrangement of the desired and other exem-
plary embodiments without departing from the spirit of the
present innovations.

Itis also to be understood that variations and modifications
can be made on the aforementioned structures and methods
without departing from the concepts of the present invention,
and further it is to be understood that such concepts are
intended to be covered by the following claims unless these
claims by their language expressly state otherwise.

What is claimed is:

1. A storage assembly for a motor vehicle, comprising:

a cover assembly coupled to a sidewall of a motor vehicle,

wherein the cover assembly is operable between stowed
and deployed positions relative to the sidewall;
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a movement control mechanism having one or more con-
trol arms, wherein the one or more control arms are
coupled to a storage space at a first end and further
coupled to the cover assembly at a second end;

a latching mechanism disposed on the cover assembly and
configured to retain the cover assembly in the stowed
position;

wherein the cover assembly includes upper and lower
cover parts; and

wherein the upper cover part includes an end portion, the
end portion defining a ground support configured to
support the cover assembly on a floor surface when the
cover assembly is in the deployed position.

2. The storage assembly of claim 1, wherein the upper and
lower cover parts are hingedly connected to one another along
a first pivot axis.

3. The storage assembly of claim 2, wherein the lower
cover part is hingedly connected to the sidewall along a sec-
ond pivot axis.

4. The storage assembly of claim 3, wherein the lower
cover part is substantially horizontal when the cover assem-
bly is in the deployed position.

5. The storage assembly of claim 4, wherein the upper
cover part is substantially vertical when the cover assembly is
in the deployed position.

6. The storage assembly of claim 1, wherein the cover
assembly covers the storage space when in the cover assem-
bly is in the stowed position.

7. The storage assembly of claim 6, wherein the cover
assembly is substantially flush with the sidewall when the
cover assembly is in the stowed position.

8. The storage assembly of claim 1, including:

a release button operably coupled to the latching mecha-
nism and configured to release the latching mechanism
to move the cover assembly to the deployed position
from the stowed position.

9. A storage assembly for a motor vehicle, comprising:

a cover assembly operably coupled to a sidewall and hav-
ing upper and lower cover parts hingedly connected to
one another, wherein the upper cover part includes an
end portion defining a ground support when the cover
assembly is in a deployed position, and further wherein
the upper and lower cover parts are substantially perpen-
dicular to one another when the cover assembly is in the
deployed position.

10. The storage assembly of claim 9, wherein the cover
assembly is substantially flush with an outer surface of the
sidewall when the cover assembly is in the stowed position.

11. The storage assembly of claim 10, wherein the upper
and lower cover parts are hingedly connected to one another
along a first pivot axis, and further wherein the lower cover
part is hingedly connected to the sidewall along a second
pivot axis.

12. The storage assembly of claim 11, wherein the cover
assembly is further operable to a partially deployed position,
wherein a storage space is accessible when the cover assem-
bly is in the partially deployed position.

13. The storage assembly of claim 9, including:

an aperture disposed in the lower cover part having a lid
configured to selectively close the aperture, wherein the
aperture defines a bottle holder with the lid is in an open
position.



